
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, June 5, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 75 
Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo, Joanne 
D. Palmieri and Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks Michael Manware.    
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
May 7, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. George Cardozo of Southington Valley Midget Football League was not able to attend tonight.  Mr. 

Lapreay will give some information in his report. 
 

2. James Gura - Southington Dog Park Association.  Mr. Gura spoke about the four benches and a picnic 
table that the association purchased for the dog park.  They are stored at the garage for now.  Mr. Gura 
asked if the Park Department could put them together and install them at the park.  Mr. Manware told 
him that he is very busy and could probably do it in September.  Mr. Gura also said he is digging holes 
for the bags.  He originally believed they could be attached to the fence.  He needs permission to dig the 
holes.  He also requested that seeding be done in the area that always wears out.  He would like to finish 
up what he promised and to leave the dog park in good condition.  Commissioner Kanute said he has a 
meeting tomorrow with Mr. Semmel and Mr. Swallow.  He believes they have athletic students looking 
for projects to do.  Perhaps with adult supervision they could take care of the benches and table.  Mr. 
Manware said he could have the furniture brought to the shed at the dog park for the volunteers to work 
on.  He has the locks in the office and he can send someone to get the chains needed.  Mr. Manware also 
stated that the fence was not done yet but will be done in the next two weeks.  The contractor was backed 
up due to rain.  We will have to close the dog park while the fence is being installed. Commissioner 
Kanute will get back to both Mr. Manware and Mr. Gura next week. 
 

3. Joshua and Arlene Lemire spoke about Crescent Lake and the problem with it not being open at regular 
hours so that Mr. Lemire could fish.  Mr. Lapreay said there are really no set hours.  The Parks guys 
don’t open and close the gate at Crescent Lake; it is handled by the Police Department.  Commissioner 
Kanute explained that it depends on what is happening; it is usually opened around 7:30 or whenever an 
officer is free.  They had discussed this issue with the sergeant, and the plan is to have a third shift 
officer open the gate before 7:00 a.m.  Mrs. Lemire asked why there is a gate there but not at Rec Park?  
Commissioner Kanute explained that it was agreed with the neighborhood when it became a park that it 
would be gated for security reasons.  Mrs. Lemire’s suggestion was that it should be open at 6:00 a.m. 
from April through September, or the summer hours.  Commissioner Kanute again stated that the reason 
for the 7:00 a.m. opening is that no boats are allowed before 7:00 a.m. mainly for reasons of light and 
safety. 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  
1.  Letter from Joe & Kay Calvanese Foundation.  This is a request to use the mobile stage for their annual 

festival.  Mr. Lapreay said this is a standard request every year.  They understand that if it rains, they 



 

won’t have use of the stage.  Motion made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Romano 
to approve the request.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2. Resignation letters from Dog Park Association Board Members. Three letters of resignation were received 

but the entire association has been disbanded as of the end of May.  Mr. Lapreay said their insurance 
company is requesting that they get individual liability insurance because if anything should happen at the 
Dog Park, all the board members could be liable.  They do not wish to purchase this insurance.  There was 
some discussion on what it means for the Park Department.  The group did make some improvements to 
the park but Mr. Manware said he mows it and does what he can.  It will not be a huge difference.  Mr. 
Lapreay said he still receives calls throughout the year and that won’t change.  He sometimes calls the dog 
warden or the police department as necessary.  He spoke with Mark Sciota about it, and he believes it will 
be fine if the department takes it on.  Commissioner Kanute suggested that letters be sent to each of the 
former board members thanking them for their services.  Mr. Lapreay will handle it.  He will keep the 
board posted throughout the year. 

 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the playground camp starts June 23.  There are four sessions; three are full with 
100 kids each.  The 4th session has 10 spaces left.  The new online registration system worked great.  
Commissioner Palmieri asked about people who can’t afford to pay.  Mr. Lapreay said we do get those.  
They go through Community Services and if they qualify, they get a letter that is presented to him.  It 
happens in all of the programs.  The theater program was filled in 2-3 days; it is very popular.  It starts in the 
next couple of weeks.  Tennis is starting to fill up; it starts June 23. 
 
Camp counselors are going through CPR training tonight.  They had First Aid.  Everyone is hired.  Pools are 
expected to open June 14, hopefully both pools will be open.  Mr. Lapreay spoke about the middle school 
dances.  We had the last one in May and about 60 kids attended.  He is planning to tweak it a bit for next year 
and perhaps offer other activities, such as basketball or volleyball on half the gym.  Having something every 
other month may also help.   
 
Music on the Green started two weeks ago.  The first one was delayed a day due to rain.  Drive-In movies 
begin this weekend with Jaws.  Kids Series is set to go on Tuesday nights beginning July 1 for 8 weeks at 
Rec Park from 6 to 8 pm. 
 
AEDs were purchased last year for the pools.  We will have one at Rec and one at Memorial Pool.  Mr. 
Manware will install them.  They can be used elsewhere during the rest of the year.  They will be secured. 
 
Trips are starting to pick up.  Mr. Lapreay contacted the tour group and they said every town is having the 
same problem.  He will try to get more variety again next year.  There is no minimum; they will pick up in 
Southington even if we only have one person. 
 
Money was approved for the athletic field lighting.  We would like to do as many fields as we can.  Mr. 
Lapreay met with Mark Sciota who is putting together the scope for the project.  It will go out to bid.  There 
was discussion on what fields would be done first.  It could be the first formal request, or the field that would 
benefit the most kids, or how much work is involved.  Requests were received from Southington Valley 
Midget Football, Soccer Club and Western.  The bids will request totals but also individual amounts for each 
field.  Commissioner Romano believes once the bids are in we can see where we can get the biggest bang for 
the buck.  He also noted that once the bids are in, this board would need to make a recommendation and it 
would need approval from the Council, so it won’t happen too quickly.  The leagues will be paying back 
yearly for lights installed on their fields.  The work itself can be done in a week or so. 
 
Chairman Fasulo asked if Mr. Lapreay went over procedures with the umpires.  He did, but will send each of 
them a letter.  Commissioner Kanute said that everyone he talks to has so much praise for the office and 



 

especially Dave, Mike and Julia.  They appreciate the assistance and cooperation.  Good job. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the report of the 
Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware said they are working on pool preparations and will try to get both open next Saturday.  He ran 
into another bubble that cracked at the Rec pool and had to get patch work done.  He recalled that there is 
money in the budget to resurface that pool.  If it cracks during the season we would need to close the pool.  
The drive-in opens this weekend.  The lines were adjusted for the travel lane.  In response to a question, Mr. 
Manware said there are two Port-o-lets, one for handicapped and one regular.  The train depot opened two 
weeks ago.  It is getting a lot of visitors.   
 
An open space issue has been coming up the last two years: dumping in open spaces.  Shweky Lane off 
Savage is a problem.  There is about 1500 ft. and people are dumping grass, leaves, dirt, etc. near the path.  
There was a similar problem on Malcein two years ago.  We cleaned it up and sent letters to all the neighbors 
about fines for dumping.  We will probably do the same on Shweky.   
 
Mr. Manware said we are starting to get caught up with the annual plantings.  The growers were behind 
about two weeks. 
 
Memorial Park:  Mr. Lapreay, Mr. Manware and Mr. Wlodkowski met the architect from New Britain that 
will be doing the project for initial discussions.  We are trying to maintain an open plate but we set a few 
priorities.  The architect will look into GPS maps and engineering, soil tests, etc.  Mr. Lapreay said he met 
with the town manager yesterday about the process.  He would like the board’s input and suggested that a 
member of the board attend the meetings with the engineering group.  He suggested Commissioner Romano 
since he was a member of the Blue Ribbon Parks Committee.  Commissioner Romano agreed to do it.  Mr. 
Lapreay said when they schedule meetings they will try to do them when Commissioner Romano can attend. 
 
Commissioner Kanute asked who is mowing the Brandenburg property that is being used by the Southington 
Lacrosse Association.  Mr. Manware said they were told that we would mow it once; he did it once in the fall 
and does the stripes every two weeks.  The lacrosse league is responsible for the rest of the mowing.  There 
are two fields there. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lapreay mentioned that George Cardozo planned to come to tonight’s meeting to ask for approval to 
expand their flag football division to have a division for adults and high schoolers.  It would be for this 
coming year.  They will have certified refs.  There is no board meeting in July.  No one had a problem with it 
as long as it doesn’t interfere with other field use (not an issue) and they stay with flag.  They will start 
registration shortly. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
   
NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Resignation Letter.  Chairman Fasulo read a letter from Commissioner Palmieri resigning from the Park 
Board effective August 1st due to family issues.  Her term expires in October 2015.  Everyone was sorry to 
see her go but understands her reasons.  She will be missed. 
 



 

ADJOURNMENT:  Commissioner Kanute made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting and go into 
Executive Session to discuss a contractual matter. It was seconded by Commissioner Palmieri and carried 
unanimously.  The regular meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


